
                                                                                                                                               

 
 
 

                                                     
                         

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TOGETHER 
WITH THE ABERTIS FOUNDATION REWARD YOUNG 

DRIVERS WHO DO NOT DRINK 
 

 

 
 The councillor for the Interior, Institutional Relations and Participation,  

Joan Saura, stresses that “While the accident figures for young people 
are developing relatively well, they are still not acceptable,” and that 
“accidents are avoidable.”  

 The chairman of the abertis foundation, Miquel Roca i Junyent, states 
that “The Catalan Traffic Service is the best body to administer this 
scheme,” and that “This scheme represents a pedagogical effort to make 
drivers aware of the importance of safe mobility.” 

 The scheme “Et queda una vida, no la perdis a la carretera” 
[“You’ve got one life left – don’t lose it on the road”], organised 
by the Department of the Interior, Institutional Relations and 
Participation, rewards responsible young drivers. 

 Drivers aged between 15 and 30 anys who give a clean result in alcohol 
tests carried out by the Catalan police will receive a membership card in 
the TR3SC club and go into a draw for trips to Ireland to learn English. 

 This scheme, which is a pioneer in Europe, sets out to raise awareness of 
the risks involved in driving but in a positive way.  

 The scheme is supported by the autonomous government of Catalonia, 
the Barcelona, Tarragona, Girona and Lleida city councils, abertis 
autopistas (acesa, aucat, aumar), saba, Microsoft, the Guttmann 
Institute, the Catalan Red Cross, Club TR3SC, TV3 and Catalunya Ràdio. 

 

Barcelona, 18th June 2009.- The abertis foundation, in cooperation 
with the Department of the Interior, Institutional Relations and 
Participation, is to start up from tomorrow, Friday 19th July, a scheme to 
make drivers aged from 15 to 30 aware of the risks on the road, and reward 
those who give clean results in alcohol checks run by the Mossos 
d’Esquadra, the Catalan police service. This scheme, the slogan of which is 
“You’ve got one life left – don’t lose it on the road,” is part of the 
foundation’s Road Safety Programme and is supported by the Department 
of the Interior, Institutional Relations and Participation as well as a wide 
range of organisations, including the authorities, businesses and other 
bodies. 

The scheme is to be implemented at night over the next two weekends 
(19th, 20th, 26th and 27th June) and for the night of the St. John’s Eve 
festivities (23rd June). Volunteers from the abertis foundation (seconded 
by the Red Cross) will be accompanying the Catalan police on alcohol 
checks in different places around Catalonia. 

Thus, a hundred traffic officers of the Catalan police will establish up to 
twenty check points in strategic places on the Catalan road network 



                                                                                                                                               

 
 
 

which, due to their closeness to centres of nightlife, are often used by 
young drivers, in time slots in the early morning which coincide with the 
opening and closing times of bars and clubs. 

Conductors aged between 15 and 30 who give clean results in the test will 
be given a leaflet by the volunteers with advice to bear in mind when 
driving, along with a membership card for the TR3SC club which entitles 
them to attractive discounts and offers on the Catalan cultural scene. They 
will also be given a code to enter a draw for three  trips to Ireland to learn 
English. A total of 2,000 TR3SC club membership cards will be handed 
out along with 9,000 information leaflets. 

Regarding the scheme, the councillor for the Interior, Institutional Relations 
and Participation,  Joan Saura, stresses that “While the accident figures for 
young people are developing relatively well, they are still not acceptable,” 
and that “accidents are avoidable.” The chairman of the abertis foundation, 
Miquel Roca i Junyent, states that “The Catalan Traffic Service is the best 
body to administer this scheme,” and that “This scheme represents a 
pedagogical effort to make drivers aware of the importance of safe 
mobility.”  

According to figures from the Catalan Traffic Service, last year 56 young 
people aged between 15 and 29 died on Catalan roads and motorways (out 
of a total of 287 deaths in traffic accidents). This figure represents a 
significant fall compared to 2000, when 229 young people between 15 and 
29 died, out of a total of 617 deaths. 

Out of the alcohol tests carried out by the Catalan police and local police 
services on young people aged from 14 to 30, 7.8% of the tests showed 
positive results, a higher figure than the 6.4% of positive results for drivers 
of all ages. Moreover, drivers aged between 20 and 26 in particular scored 
worse than the 7.8% average for the group. 

 

Alcohol tests carried out on young people aged between 14 and 30 (2008). 

Reason for 
test 

Negative Positive Refused Total 
checks 

%  
checks 

% 
Positive 

Accident 5,839 960 49 6,848 3.30% 14% 
Preventive 
check 

184,114 13,891 181 198,186 94.9% 7% 

Offence 2,268 1,042 27 3,337 1.6% 31.2% 
Symptoms 190 367 18 575 0.3% 63.8% 
TOTAL 192,411 16,260 275 208,946 100% 7.8% 
TOTAL ALL 
AGES 

476,351 32,395 802 509,548 100% 6.4% 

 

Further more, out of all the alcohol checks carried out in Catalonia in 2008, 
41% were on young people aged from 14 to 30. 

 

Other actions 
 

As the “You’ve got one life left – don’t lose it on the road” scheme is 
especially aimed at young people, the Internet and information technology 



                                                                                                                                               

 
 
 

play a major role in it. The abertis foundation has set up the microsite 
www.etquedaunavida.com, a website explaining the main causes of traffic 
accidents in a fun, educational way. The microsite includes an interactive 
game entitled “9 lives at stake” to help raise drivers’ awareness of the real 
risks involved in bad practices at the wheel (talking on a mobile phone, 
smoking, getting distracted by the GPS, using the music system, driving 
under the influence of alcohol and so on). This videogame was designed 
with the advice of the Catalan Traffic Service. The website is reinforced 
by banners advertising Microsoft Network (www.msn.cat) and its chat 
service.  

This ground-breaking scheme organised by the abertis foundation is a 
pioneer in Europe as for the first time it rewards good practice with the aim 
of reinforcing responsible attitudes among young drivers. The scheme, 
which is unprecedented, also links driving to culture and learning and takes 
advantage of the channels of communication habitually used by young 
people. 

Also worth mentioning are the organisations cooperating in the scheme, 
who are leaders in their respective spheres of action. Among them, the 
Guttmann Institute, the top rehabilitation centre for people with spinal 
chord injuries and/or acquired brain damage, is helping to publicise the 
project. An important part will also be played by the TR3SC media (press, 
radio, television and internet) as well as TV3 and Catalunya Ràdio. In 
terms of outside support, the motorway concession operators acesa, 
aumar and aucat and the car park operator saba (all of them in the 
abertis group) will be supporting the scheme by providing advertising 
space, as will the city councils of Barcelona, Tarragona, Lleida and 
Girona by allowing banners to be hung without charge at strategic points 
around these cities. 

 

Tenth anniversary of the abertis foundation 

 

Since 1999 the abertis foundation has backed research and publications 
about the repercussions of major infrastructure on the regions, especially 
on their population, economy and environment. As part of the effort in the 
area of Corporate Social Responsibility made by abertis, the leading group 
in the area of mobility and telecommunications infrastructure, the 
Foundation also runs an extensive Road Safety Programme, the main goals 
of which are to train responsible drivers and pedestrians and help to reduce 
the accident rate. The programme is divided into four broad areas of action: 
traffic education, research, symposia and awareness-raising. 

The “You’ve got one life left – don’t lose it on the road” scheme is one of the 
main actions taken by the abertis foundation on its 10th anniversary. 

 

For further information:  

 

abertis foundation 

Communication 

Tel: 93 230 51 94 / 93 230 51 85 



                                                                                                                                               

 
 
 

 

Catalan Traffic Service 

Press and Communication Office 

Tel: 93 567 39 73 / 74 / 75 

  


