Call for New EGPA Permanent Study Groups, Ad Hoc Groups, and Specialised Panels

The European Group for Public Administration (EGPA) is a leading European community of public administration scholars and practitioners. It provides an inclusive forum for presenting new research, exchanging perspectives and fostering collaboration across public administration, public management and public policy.

The EGPA Annual Conference brings together academics, early-career researchers and practitioners from across Europe and beyond. Its programme includes plenary sessions, a Symposium for Doctoral Students and Young Researchers, thematic panels, study group sessions and institutional meetings, alongside opportunities for networking and professional exchange.

EGPA invites scholars and practitioners to propose new initiatives and groups for its 2027 Annual Conference, hosted by Corvinus University of Budapest, 24–27 August 2027.

Call for New Permanent Study Groups (PSGs)
Permanent Study Groups (PSGs) are a central pillar of the EGPA community. They provide long-term collaborative platforms where scholars from around the world explore established and emerging questions in public governance, develop research agendas and build lasting academic communities. Led by dedicated chairpersons, PSGs organise calls for papers, review submissions and foster dialogue among researchers at different career stages.

EGPA particularly welcomes PSGs that critically examine societal and governmental developments and contribute theoretical, empirical or practice-oriented insights into how public institutions govern, manage and respond to societal change.

The EGPA Steering Committee invites proposals for new PSGs. Successful proposals will initially be admitted as aspiring PSGs for a two-year development period, during which they will be expected to establish a sustainable research community and demonstrate their potential for long-term development.

Priority areas
While proposals on all relevant topics are welcome, EGPA particularly encourages initiatives addressing areas that are not yet sufficiently covered by its existing PSGs, including:
· EU Governance and Regulation
· Financial Management
· Public Ethics (integrity, anti-corruption and good governance)
· Public Policy
· Public Sector Performance
· Public Communication and Media
· Crisis Governance and Resilience
· Democratic Governance, Accountability and Trust

Proposals may focus on a shared research question, policy challenge, theoretical perspective or methodological approach. Interdisciplinary, comparative and cross-sectoral initiatives are particularly encouraged, as are groups that connect academic research with professional practice. EGPA also welcomes initiatives involving early-career researchers and participants from institutions, countries or communities that are often underrepresented at international conferences.

Submission guidelines
Proposals for new aspiring PSGs should not exceed 2,000 words, excluding references, and should address the following six elements:

1. Title and thematic focus
Provide a title and a brief abstract outlining the proposed PSG's main theme and areas of interest.

2. Proposed co-chairs
Provide the names, institutional affiliations and short biographies of the proposed co-chairs.
A PSG should preferably have two to four committed co-chairs who are prepared to actively develop the group's research agenda, membership and networks. The composition of the chairing team should reflect appropriate breadth in geographical, disciplinary and other relevant dimensions of diversity.

EGPA is also open to alternative arrangements, including a larger pool of co-chairs who rotate and temporarily assume chairing responsibilities. Scholars interested in chairing a new PSG may contact the EGPA Study Group Task Force, which can help connect prospective chairs and facilitate the formation of collaborative teams.

3. Research community and sustainability
Explain how the proposed PSG will establish a sustainable community of researchers and institutions participating in the EGPA Annual Conference and related activities over the coming years. Consider the geographical, disciplinary and institutional breadth of the envisioned membership.

4. Distinctiveness and links to existing PSGs
Demonstrate how the proposed PSG would provide a clear and distinct addition to the EGPA community. Its scope should not substantially overlap with that of existing PSGs. Ideally, the proposal should also identify opportunities for collaboration and cross-fertilisation with existing groups.

5. Multi-year strategic vision
Outline a multi-year strategy for the PSG's development, including plans for growing its membership, developing its thematic focus and collaborating with other PSGs.

Proposals may also identify potential research outputs and activities, such as edited volumes, special journal issues, grant applications, workshops, webinars, author workshops and other pre- or post-conference activities. Chairs are encouraged to consider how the group's thematic focus might evolve over time, including the possibility of reframing its scope or revising its name where appropriate.

6. European focus and international engagement
Proposed PSGs should have a clear focus on European public administration, whether examining Europe exclusively or comparing European developments with those in other parts of the world.

EGPA encourages international exchange through activities such as inviting keynote speakers, organising dialogues and involving non-European chairs and participants. However, the primary focus of its PSGs should remain European. Proposals for groups with an exclusively non-European focus would therefore fall outside the scope of this call.

The EGPA Study Group Task Force welcomes enquiries from prospective applicants and can provide feedback on draft proposals and help researchers connect with potential collaborators.

Call for Ad Hoc Groups (AHGs) and Specialised Panels (SPs)
In addition to PSGs, EGPA offers two complementary formats for exploring emerging research areas and bringing together scholars around specific topics: Ad Hoc Groups (AHGs) and Specialised Panels (SPs).

1. Ad Hoc Groups (AHGs)
AHGs provide a flexible, experimental forum for researchers wishing to explore specialised or emerging topics, test new ideas and develop collaborations over a limited period. They offer opportunities to build new research networks and investigate themes that may not yet warrant a permanent study group.

EGPA particularly encourages early-career researchers to propose AHGs for the 2027 Annual Conference. Initiatives demonstrating strong academic engagement, a clear development trajectory and the potential for sustainability may eventually evolve into aspiring PSGs.

Examples of AHGs at EGPA 2026 in Rome included Transborder Participatory Governance in the European Administrative Space and IRAS Centennial Special Issue: A Century of Comparative and International Public Administration.

2. Specialised Panels (SPs)
SPs are focused conference sessions dedicated to specific research topics, policy challenges or administrative issues. Coordinated by one or more chairpersons, they provide a platform for in-depth academic discussion and exchange among scholars with shared interests.

Examples of SPs at EGPA 2026 in Rome included Local Government Studies: Germany and the Nordics, Living Labs in Government and Administration and Describing and Explaining Public Debt.
Submission guidelines
Proposals for new AHGs and SPs should include:
· A short proposal of no more than 500 words, outlining the research topic, question, methods or collaboration to be explored.
· The names, institutional affiliations and contact details of at least two academics supporting the proposal.

The EGPA Steering Committee will assess proposals based on the following criteria:
· Relevance to public administration as an academic discipline and/or field of practice.
· Academic quality, originality and innovative potential.
· Societal relevance and implications for practitioners.
· Potential to connect with and contribute to the European public administration community.

Researchers interested in proposing an AHG or SP may also contact the EGPA Study Group Task Force for assistance in finding collaborators and feedback on draft proposals.

Submission deadlines, review and results
Whether through PSGs, AHGs or SPs, EGPA invites you to bring new ideas, perspectives and approaches to its community and help shape the future of public administration research.
· Submission deadline: 29 November 2026.
· Notification of review results: 8 January 2027.
· Deadline for accepted groups to submit their Calls for Papers: 21 February 2027.

Please send proposals to EGPA Executive Secretary Dmytro Panchuk at egpa@iias-iisa.org Questions and requests for clarification may also be directed to this address.

We look forward to receiving your proposals and welcoming new initiatives to the EGPA community!

