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EGPA PhD Symposium: Why Participate?  

This year’s PhD Symposium presents a unique opportunity for emerging scholars, PhD 

students and early-career researchers (within three years of PhD completion) to engage 

with peers, academics and experts in a collective dialogue about public administration, 

management, law, governance, and policy.  

The EGPA PhD Symposium is designed as an intellectual and human experience, an 

academic platform to improve quality, visibility, and impact of the next generation of 

international community of brilliant and motivated doctoral and early-career researchers 

across Europe and beyond. Rather than emphasizing formal and rigid presentation, the 

new approach prioritizes constructive feedback, long-term thinking and proactive debate 

aimed at strengthening theoretical and methodological approaches; and, central to support 

the scholarly growth to build an international network of young and engaged scholars in 

the field as a base for future collaborative projects. 

The new format is aimed to reinforce EGPA’s capacity to attract, integrate, and retain 

PhD students and early-stage scholars by creating structured pathways into the Permanent 

Study Groups (PSGs), Ad Hoc Groups (AHGs), and Specialized Panels (SPs). This 

should enhance the continuity of participation and raise and sustain the future 

international academic community of EGPA, committed to increase inclusiveness and 

equal opportunity to support students and researchers from diversity in institutional, 

geographic, and disciplinary backgrounds, reducing participation barriers and fostering 

continuity across years. 
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EGPA PhD symposium format: What is new? 

The EGPA 2026 PhD Symposium introduces a substantially renewed and more ambitious 

format designed to offer doctoral students and early-career researchers an inspiring, 

collaborative space to engage with leading academics, explore emerging debates, and co-

create opportunities for research collaboration and co-authored publications. Conceived 

as a learning community, the Symposium prioritizes dialogue, reflection, and 

experimentation, while supporting the development of academic trajectories and 

professional growth within the EGPA network. 

At the core of this innovation are the PhD Research Labs, which replace traditional 

stand-up paper sessions with a structured, thematic, small group working format. The 

Labs are built on three developmental principles: Improve through focused insight, 

providing actionable feedback to strengthen research design and publication potential; 

Grow through collective intelligence, enabling peer comparison, testing of assumptions, 

and collaborative refinement of ideas; and Advance through guided development, 

where senior scholars help participants transform insights into concrete research 

pathways and early-career strategies. 

The Symposium is organised in PhD Research Labs, each potentially bringing 

participants grouped by thematic affinity based on the open Call for Papers. Possible 

research areas include public governance, administrative reforms, administrative law, 

digital government and AI, collaborative governance, service delivery, public finance and 

performance, sustainability and the SDGs, comparative and multilevel governance, policy 

design, HRM and leadership in the public sector, ethics and integrity, and research 

methodology in public administration.  

The final thematic configuration of each Research Lab will be defined once submissions 

close, depending on the number, quality, and distribution of proposals. Each Research 

Lab is chaired by one or two senior scholars—ideally aligned with relevant EGPA 

PSGs—ensuring coherence with the broader conference community. 

The Labs unfold across three interconnected rounds that guide participants from concise 

research pitches to collective analysis. In Round 1 (Research in Progress), participants 

present the core elements of their projects (research question, theoretical framing, 

method, expected contribution) and receive initial feedback from Chairs. In Round 2 

(Collective Learning), thematic roundtables enable participants to compare approaches, 

explore theoretical and methodological alternatives, and engage in peer-enhanced 

dialogue oriented toward problem-solving. In Round 3 (Final Wrap-Up), participants 
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synthesize key insights and articulate short-term development goals, ensuring continuity 

of learning beyond the event and laying the foundation for collaboration. 

Each Research Lab also serves as an entry point into EGPA’s Permanent Study Groups 

(PSGs), encouraging participants to continue their engagement through thematically 

aligned PSG panels, Ad Hoc Groups (AHGs), and Specialized Panels (SPs) during the 

main conference. Dedicated sessions for PhD participants—such as methods workshops 

and publication-oriented meetings with national and international journal editors.  

Abstract submission 

Selection of participants will be based on a review of the complete application package. 

Applicants are asked to upload ONE single PDF document containing the following 

elements: 

Personal Information 

Please include: 

- Full name 

- Institutional affiliation (university and department) 

- Name(s) of PhD supervisor(s) 

- Area and topic of the dissertation or PhD project 

- Year in which doctoral studies commenced 

- Affiliation with a doctoral school or programme (if applicable) 

Extended Abstract  

Of maximum 1,000 words, the abstract should clearly present the proposed contribution 

and include: 

- Title of the paper/project 

- Problem statement and motivation 

- Research question(s) 

- Theoretical positioning and relevant analytical frameworks 

- Research design, methodology, and data 

- Preliminary or expected findings 

- Main challenges you are currently facing in the research  
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Letter of Motivation  

In 300 words max., please explain: What do you hope to gain from participating in the 

Symposium? How advanced is your project? How may your contribution benefit other 

participants? How does your proposed paper relate to your dissertation? 

Evaluation Criteria 

Applications will be assessed based on: 

- Originality of the research question and contribution 

- Theoretical grounding and conceptual clarity 

- Methodological rigor and appropriateness of the research design 

- Potential contribution to advancing the relevant fields in public administration, 

management, governance, and policy.   

Participation fee 

A special participation fee of 200 € will be charged for both PhD Symposium and the 

EGPA Conference. Please note that only applicants with an accepted paper for 

presentation can register for the symposium. All fees are exclusive of transport and 

accommodation. The Gala Dinner is charged separately at 50 €. 

EGPA, as organizers, does NOT award academic credit and/or grades for contributions 

to the EGPA Symposium for PhD students and early-career researchers.   

Upon completion of the symposium, all participants will receive a certificate. 

If you wish to apply for an EGPA travel grant for PhD students and early-career 

researchers, more information is here: https://iias-iisa.org/news/call-for-egpa-travel-

grant-applications-2026/ 
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Practicalities 

If you wish to present a paper in one of the Permanent Study Group’s, Ad Hoc Group’s, 
or Specialized Panel’s sessions at the conference, please upload an abstract outlining your 
proposed conference paper. This may be done through the conference website.  
 

Important dates 

-  Deadline for submission of abstracts: April 6, 2026 
-  Acceptance notification and opening of registrations: April 20, 2026 
-  Deadline for submission of EGPA Travel Grant applications: April 26, 2026 
-  Full paper submission deadline and registration deadline: July 19, 2026 

Website 

-  https://www.iias-iisa.org/egpa-2026-conference/  

Submission 

-  https://www.conftool.org/egpa2026/  
-  Unless specified otherwise, 500-words limit for abstracts 

Contact 

-  egpa-conference@iias-iisa.org  
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