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This dissertation explores the multiple transformations in Asia and Latin America during two significant waves of globalization, focusing on institutional evolution, trade dynamics, and illicit economic activities. By examining China’s institutional changes under foreign influence in 1864-1938, the evolution of transpacific trade between Asia and Latin America in 1876-1938, and the smuggling networks involving Bolivia, Chile, and China in 1980-2020, this work contributes to a deeper understanding of how globalization shapes and is shaped by peripheral regions.
Chapter 2 introduces a new approach to explore the information capacity of the Chinese Maritime Customs from 1864 to 1938. It employs a mirror analysis by comparing Chinese Maritime Customs’ international trade data with that of China’s major trading partners: the United States, the United Kingdom, and Japan. Findings reveal that Chinese Maritime Customs’ improvements in measuring foreign trade frequently coincided with its institutional reforms. The results highlight that these improvements were not uniform across different regions. Specifically, the persistent discrepancies between Chinese Maritime Customs’ and Japanese data underscore the influence of geopolitics since late 19th century.
Chapter 3 provides a novel trade series on trade between Asia and Latin America between 1876 and 1938. It shows that the role of Asia in Latin America’s foreign trade was marginal in volumes, but the composition of Latin American imports from Asia reveals clues to the persistence of colonial links across the Pacific. While traditional products such as textiles, tea, and porcelain maintained a constant presence in Latin American imports, new trade patterns emerged in this period. The differences in the Asian countries as exporters could be explained by the disparities in their industrial development and foreign trade policies. The persistence of consumption patterns and influence of Asian immigrants also help to understand the continuities and changes in Latin America’s import from Asia. 
Chapter 4 addresses the smuggling in Bolivia’s imports of Chinese products via Chile in the recent trade boom. A mirror analysis is conducted by comparing Bolivia’s import data with export data of China and Chile. The analysis identifies substantial over-reporting in Bolivia’s declaration of imports from China and under-reporting in Bolivia’s declaration of imports from Chile. The results also indicate that the largest discrepancies appear in textile yarn, fabrics, made-up articles, rubber manufactures, road vehicles, telecommunications equipment, electrical machinery, articles of footwear, apparel and clothing accessories. It suggests that Bolivia has imported these Chinese products through re-exportation from other transit countries. Additionally, Chile is an important entrepôt country for Bolivia’s imports and part of this transit trade occurs through unofficial or illegal channels.
In summary, Chapter 2 provides a new approach of foreign trade data mirror analysis to measure the information capacity of Chinese Maritimes Customs. This contributes to the literature about how the globalization affects the institutional quality in a peripheral country like the 19th-century China. Chapter 3 offers a novel trade dataset between Asia and Latin America from 1876 to 1938, highlighting the persistence of the colonial trade compositions and the emergence of new trade patterns. This contributes to the research on the transpacific trade in a globalization wave dominated by Atlantic economies. Chapter 4 offers a quantitative estimation of the smuggling in the transpacific and intraregional trade between Bolivia, Chile and China in the recent decades. It highlights the significant size of the potential smuggling activities in Bolivia’s imports from Chile. It also contributes to the understanding of the upsurge of marginal economic groups under the global trade boom.
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